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The southern leopard frog, once common here but there’s been no sign of it

for some years.
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Researcher visits Island
in search of missing frog

The southern leopard frog (Rana
sphenocephala) used to be ubiqui-
tous, with its loud chorusing from
freshwater ponds nearly deafening,
even as late as the 1980s. But now it’s
beginning to look— and sound — as
if the leopard frog is a thing of the
past in this region.

Jeremy Feinberg, a Ph.D. student
at Rutgers University, is studying the
decline and possible extinction of
the southern

Disease is the other primary likely
culprit, although there are many
other factors that may contribute to
the problem. In addition to their
value as essential components of re-
gional biodiversity, amphibians are
also excellent bio-indicators be-
cause of their sensitivity to environ-
mental change and disturbance.

Southern leopard frogs are usually
greenish-brown, around two to

three inches long
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visited Shelter Is-

land, a historic stronghold for this

species of frog, spending much of his

time at the Mashomack Preserve.
Unfortunately, as has been the

case for him elsewhere on Long Is-

land, he found nothing.

This area is the northern-most
boundary for the traditionally south-
ern species. While no one is sure
why the leopard frog has declined so
drastically, Mr. Feinberg speculates
that phragmites, the tall, invasive
wetland grass, may play a role by
crowding out native vegetation and
filling in ponds that previously held
open water.

frog has no such
spots and yellow-colored inner
thighs.

While it is still common elsewhere,
this species may now be extinct on
Long Island. If surviving popula-
tions can still be found, Mr. Feinberg
plans to work on the conservation of

- the species in the hopec

from disappearing ennrely from
Long Island.

Anyone who has any information
or has seen this species on Long Is-
land should contact Jeremy Fein-
berg by calling (917)482-3705 or
emailing him at jfeinberg@bnl.gov.
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HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

IT’S BIG!

3,100 square feet, with 30-foot ceilinged dramatic two-level living
room with warming brick fireplaces on each level....

Eight bedrooms and 4 1/2 bathrooms....
Up-to-date and large electric kitchen with first-rate appliances....
And a separate but convenient laundry on main floor....

Not to mention a gracious and spacious dining room....
with an adjacent sunroom/family room....

IT’S BEAUTIFUL!

The picture above gives you an idea....
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You'll see the celestory windows, the decks or balconies for every
downstairs bedroom, the skylights in every upstairs bedroom,
all designed to bring the outside in....

And the outside!!!
A 1.1 acre, wooded and flowered plot designed for privacy

IT’S BOUNTIFUL!

Another way of saying it has almost everything....

The central air conditioning and oil-hot air heating system are
multi-zoned for maximum efficiency....

The reversible ceiling fans provide useful assists....

The central vac and lawn sprinklers are nice too....

Oh, about the almost above. No pool but our local pool people
assure us that there’s more than enough room for a 16’ x 32" Gunite
pool-with an estimated cost of less then $40,000

AND A BONUS!

With the house goes a deeded dock on delightful Smith Cove with
adjacent and protected mooring, all just a quarter of a mile stroll to
a private community beach/boat basin reserve....

The asking price has been reduced to $998,000

Your visit by appointment, will be very welcome

Phone # (631) 749-9315




